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The International Organization for Migration,

Acknowledging the psychological, physical, and financial stress experienced by the
families of missing migrants,

Noting with deep concern the amount of migrants which go missing in oceans
internationally such as the Mediterranean Sea, South China Sea, and the Gulf of Mexico,
due to underpatroled areas,

Recognizing that long standing policies such as the Dublin Regulation may necessitate
modification in order to bring them in line with the modern multifaceted reality of
migrant-related geopolitics,

Keeping in mind that the Global Compact for Migration (GCM) “...affirms the sovereign
right of [Member] States to determine their national migration policies and their
prerogative to govern migration within their jurisdiction in conformity with international
law,”

Seeking cooperation towards improving the processes in which reunification between
missing migrants and their families occurs within Member States,

1. Invites Member States to reflect upon previous successful attempts to assist
families of missing migrants such as The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS)
and The Committee for Families of Deceased and Disappeared Migrants
(COFAMIDE):

a. Promoting and expanding past proposals to fit a global scale that have
been effective within Member States such as:

i. The HIAS in Israel, specifically the Emergency and Humanitarian
Programs Team, works with the families of missing migrants to
find the missing migrant and provide mental health care to the
families during that time; and,

ii. The El Salvador (COFAMIDE) program to establish workshops
that prepare migrant families to financially support themselves;
and,

iii. The Trace the Face (TTF) initiative which assists Finland in
finding at least one missing migrant every week through social
media and the TTF website; and,



b. Working in collaboration with the International Convention on Human
Rights as well as local relevant Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
such as the Black Alliance for Just Organization, Danish Refugee Council,
International Migrants Alliance,

c. Working in unison with willing Members States who have already
established successful programs and policies in their Member State:

i. Requesting volunteers be sent from participating Member States
with previously implemented programs, such as HIAS and
COFAMIDE, to provide relief for missing migrants families on a
global scale; and,

ii. Leading training programs upon request from participating
Member States to help ingratiate the program into sensitive
cultural situations within each state to provide the utmost
assistance; and,

d. Invites Member States to expand the definition of Victims of Trafficking
(VoTs) to include their families:

i. Which allows for families to gain access to legal assistance,
necessary medical services, counseling services, and vocational job
training opportunities which would allow for families to mitigate
the potential financial hardships that are faced when migrants go
missing; and,

ii. To enable collaboration with known United Nations (UN) and
International Organization for Migration (IOM) donors such as the
International Migrants Bill of Rights Initiative as well as
cooperation with international funding programs, namely
organizations such as the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation;

2. Draws attention to the use of projects and organizations to help find missing
migrants and installing necessary sea patrolling:

a. Advises the use of the Missing Migrants Project implemented by the IOM
to identify deceased migrants who have been lost at sea:

i. Covers searches in high-migrant traffic seas such as the
Mediterranean Sea, South China Sea, Gulf of Mexico,

ii. Encourages the demarcation of specific sea-zones within a larger
high-migrant traffic sea and the usage of smaller 1-2 ton patrol
boats as opposed to larger vessels; and,

iii. Providing families closure and hope with over 55,097 migrants
found or documented as missing by families using the database,

b. Willing to work with local governments of Member States to provide
families with data submission forms to report incidences and
disappearances in Missing Migrant Databases which:

i. Ensures that all information gathered in these data collection
efforts is used in strict accordance to all Member States’ already
agreed upon code of ethics within IOM; and,

ii. Expands the use of centers to report missing family members
abroad;
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3. Encouraging the modification of the Dublin Regulation by revising the current
framework through clarification of the verbatim and adding new regulations
alongside such as:

a. Amending Articles 19 and 20 within the Dublin Regulation to allow
migrants under the current Dublin Regulation the right to appeal to
transfer to another Dublin state,

b. Extending the definition of “family member” in Article 2, as Article 7
under this definition currently does not require the reunification of
migrants who are under subsidiary protection or legal residence within
another Dublin state with families members that are:

i. Unmarried couples,
ii. Dependents,
iii. Adult children who are physically or mentally disabled and unable

to care for themselves,
c. Encouraging the implementation of a fair program in which Member

States who cannot sustain migrants within their borders, for any reason,
can work with Member States who can accept more asylum applications;
and,

i. Member States who choose to take more asylum and migrant
applications can receive funding from in order to sustain the new
migrants integrated into their economy; and,

ii. Expresses that the previous clause is not intended to impose upon
the implicit sovereignty of all Member States and their inherent
right to determine their own migration policies as relevant to their
specific needs;

d. Improving the humanitarian clause in Article 15 which allows the
unification of family members on humanitarian causes should consistently
be used to ensure its intended impact in avoiding hardships as a result of
families being separated;

4. Prioritizes the reunification of missing migrants with their families to ensure a
safe return to the migrants Member State of origin through:

a. Reunifying migrants with families residing in separate Member States,
reminding said Member States of their obligation to assist in such
reunification via adherence to GCM Objective 21; and,

b. Achieving a safe return for the missing migrants by reminding Member
States of the obligation detailed by the GCM Objective 21 through:

i. Expanding the Assisted Voluntary Return (AVR) programs that the
IOM currently run; and,

ii. Further broaden The Sustainable Resettlement and Complementary
Pathways Initiative (CRISP) to further improve the facilitation of
the reunification of missing migrants; and,

5. Imploring the Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) to aid in funding the
implementation of proposed actions via the discretion of the MPTF Steering
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Committee, alongside requesting funding from the various aforementioned NGOs
and international funds.
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