
SRMUN Charlotte
March 23-25, 2023

Reimagining Peace, Reclaiming Human
Rights, and Restoring International Law

Draft Resolution: 2-1

Committee: General Assembly Plenary
Subject: Addressing Systemic Discrimination and Inequity Towards Indigenous Societies

The General Assembly Plenary,

Bearing in mind how the United Nations. Voluntary Fund for Indigenous People has
financially supported indigenous communities in form of grants,

Deeply conscious of the relationship between Indigenous peoples and the environment
globally,

Emphasizing the importance and protection of Indigenous Culture in the wake of
emerging agricultural technologies,

Aware of the gap in healthcare between other population groups and Indigenous
communities,

Noting with deep satisfaction the mission of the United Nations Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD),

Acknowledging the dismissal of Indigenous voices about their rights,

Understanding the rights of indigenous people is important and must be protected,

Reaffirming Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 1.4 and the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) Articles 8.2a, 10, 26, 28, and
29, which address the dispossession of Indigenous lands and Indigenous Peoples’ right to
own, use, and develop their land,

Focusing on recognizing, restoring, and protecting land that Indigenous groups have been
entitled to in each member state,

1. Encourages that Member States provide additional funding to, and work in
accordance with, Non-Governmental Organizations or United Nations. Financial
Mechanisms such as Rainforest Foundation Norway or the Global Climate Fund
(GCF), for the purpose of encouraging indigenous-led forest stewardship by:

a. Further encouraging Member States to replicate the funding of
stewardship and the protection of indigenous land, such as in the case of
the Chepang people in Nepal through the Global Environment Facility and
the United Nations Development Programme,



b. Member States collaborating with organizations such as the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services for the purpose of working with and understanding
Indigenous knowledge; and,

c. Encouraging Member States to refrain from the introduction of harmful
technologies to indigenous groups, including but not limited to:
i. Chemical fertilizers
ii. Pesticides
iii. Cash-crop cultivation
iv. Large plantation schemes; and,

d. Avoiding the relocation of Indigenous peoples as an environmental
protective measure;

2. Encourages the United Nations Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous
Issues, in collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Pan
American Health Organization (PANHO), to fill the gaps in health care by:

a. Focusing on Indigenous populations specifically in the sixth Global
Vaccine and Immunization Research Forum,

b. Working with Indigenous communities globally to build sustainable
healthcare infrastructure for these communities; and,

c. Expanding the The Virtual Health Library on Traditional, Complementary
and Integrative Medicine for the Americas globally and reducing the
barriers to access this virtual library for Indigenous communities;

3. Calls upon existing committees such as the United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) to enhance lines of communication between
Indigenous populations and their Member State representatives by acting as an
intermediary between them;

4. Encourages primary and secondary education curriculum in Member States to
incorporate elements of said State’s Indigenous history and culture in order to
foster empathy and understanding between Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth;

5. Call upon the International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA) to
protect and defend Indigenous communities to ensure their rights;

6. Further resolves to eradicate racial prejudice and discrimination by ending
programs that prohibit Indigenous youth and adults to speak their cultural
language and encouraging enterprises such as museums to promote the
preservation of Indigenous language, culture, and cultural lands;

7. Calls onMember States to ensure equal access to justice in Indigenous
communities by:

a. Ensuring Member States work with Indigenous populations to codified
their rights and beliefs,
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b. Giving criminal sentences to individuals or bodies who act against an
Indigenous right; and,

c. Implementing Indigenous representation in court systems;

8. Supports the addition of more Indigenous voices in the Expert Mechanism on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) and UNPFII including:

a. Longer and more frequent EMRIP sessions; and,
b. Use of EMRIP and UNPFII data to collaborate with WHO and provide

more inclusive healthcare recommendations;

9. EncouragesMember States to ratify the UNDRIP and support it through:
a. The creation of domestic legislation to protect land rights for Indigenous

communities, and
b. The enforcement of pre-existing international and domestic legislation

which protects and sustains Indigenous rights to land.
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