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The International Organization for Migration,

Guided by programs and frameworks, such as but not limited to, the Global Compact for
Migration (GCM), System of Identification of Social Beneficiaries (SISBEN), and
UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund), that have not seen widespread
implementation, and aim to address the crisis regarding missing migrants and their
families,

Reaffirming A/RES/71/1, by recognizing the vulnerability of migrants and their families
and the shared responsibility of the global community to ensure their protection,

Desiring to prioritize systems that promote mental health among families of migrants
who lack access to in-person professional services or a community of families in similar
situations,

Emphasizes the importance of a United Nations uniform database to store and share
common immigration and health records for immigrants,

Recalling the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs research results
which demonstrates that migrant remittances constitute for 10 percent of GDP in many
low-and middle-income Member States,

Guided by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)’s Restoring Family
Links program that serves to address the social and physical needs of families of missing
migrants (FoM, as defined by the Red Cross),

Noting with approval A/RES/77/176, which emphasizes reducing vulnerability in
migration by working to eliminate the systematic factors that hinder people from building
and maintaining sustainable livelihoods while aligning with the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs),

Acknowledging the legal barriers the family of missing migrants face that prevent them
from accessing social welfare and other government assistance,

1. Calls Upon Member States to reemphasize and invest in existing social
frameworks and programs that aim to address the missing migrant crisis
including:



a. The United Nations’ GCM (2018) which contained objectives:
i. GCM 3, Provide accurate and timely information at all stages of

migration,
ii. GCM 5, which aims to enhance availability and flexibility of

pathways for regular migration,
iii. GCM 8, which aims to save lives and establish coordinated

international efforts on missing migrants; and,
iv. GCM 21, which aims to cooperate in facilitating safe and dignified

return and readmission, as well as sustainable reintegration;
b. The Republic of Colombia’s System of Identification of Social Program

Beneficiaries (SISBEN) which:
i. Helps identify if families or individuals are eligible for financial

support through their classification system; and,
ii. Extends their services to individuals regardless of their migratory

status;
c. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) which seeks to protect the

rights of migrant and refugee children by:
i. Providing humanitarian supplies for refugee camps,
ii. Supporting national and local government policies and systems

that address the needs of migrant and displaced children; and,
iii. Aiming to reunite missing migrant children with their families;

2. Endorses an extension to the International Organization for Migration’s (IOM)
Global Migration Data Portal to include Member State and FoM submitted
documents on immigration and health records:

a. With documents being made to fit a United Nations standard to mitigate
complications between Member States;

b. For Member States to share any and all data on Migrants to the Migration
Data Portal within 24 hours of contact; and,

c. Member State submitted medical documents will be recommended to
include the following to identify and track migrants with:
i. Skin Print Samples due to the uniqueness of every human’s

fingerprints and their usefulness in identifying missing migrants;
and,

ii. Testimony from FoM regarding relevant information to the missing
migrant’s last known whereabouts;

d. Standardization of death certificates issuance through confirmation for
both Member States and the family of the missing migrant.

3. Further requests community-based support system for the families of missing
migrants to support them economically and socially by:

a. Encouraging Member States to reinforce the IOM’s Global Assistance
Fund for Migrants and their Families (GAF),

b. Expanding community-based initiatives, including peer support groups,
counseling services, and community reach activities; and,

c. Supporting the promotion of cultural acceptance, tolerance, and empathy
by raising awareness and fostering advocacy for migrants and their
families’ needs and rights;
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4. Endorses a network of mental health professionals certified to practice in their
respective Member States to connect via Telehealth with FoM in other Member
States by:

a. Supporting partnership with the World Health Organization (WHO) to
connect professionals to provide psychotherapy and psychiatric care
across borders with a trauma-approach to care that is approved by WHO
and participating Member States and funded by an expansion of WHO
Special Initiative for Mental Health (2019-2023): Universal Health
Coverage for Mental Health ; and,

b. Encouraging Member States with significant migrant populations in rural
areas to apply for a grant from the Technology Bank for the Least
Developed Countries to expand broadband access for FoM;

5. Expands the scope of preexisting organizations supported by the Missing Migrant
Project to encourage regional support groups for FoM to stimulate a sense of
community by allowing regional mental health professionals to conduct biweekly
meetings in a community meeting places, such as,

a. Caminos Oaxaca in Mexico
b. Association La Terre pour Tous in Morocco
c. Comité de Familiares de Migrantes fallecidos y desaparecidos in El

Salvador
6. Emphasizes the goals set forth by the IOM Missing Migrants Project established

in 2014, with a goal of monitoring migrant routes through the implementation of:
a. Continuous analysis of route patterns for migrants, so as to improve

infrastructure along common pathways; and,
b. Recommending the creation of checkpoints along borders to monitor the

entry and exit of migrants, maintain records of missing migrants and be
able to allocate resources to aid affected families;

7. Calls upon the expansion of the ICRC’s Accompaniment Programme, which has
been implemented and proven successful in Nepal’s Bardiya District and serves to
assist FoM by way of,

a. Administering regular group meetings between FoM that provide,
i. Shared support between families,
ii. Financial, psychological, and legal advice,

b. Supplying mental health services that,
i. Educate on proper coping mechanisms,
ii. Administer training in necessary skills,
iii. Provide consultations with FoM that discuss,

1. FoM’s right to know the status of their missing loved
one(s),

2. Referrals for future or additional resources,
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c. Organizing social events between FoM and their communities that serve
to;
i. Garner awareness and support for FoM,
ii. Reduce anxieties of FoM and involve them in their communities;

8. Looks to resolve social security insecurities that families may face when FoM are
unaware of the situations of their family members and are unable to access Social
Services through traditional means of volunteer support by,

a. Utilizing the volunteer support of the Inter-American Development Bank
to extend its funding to assist FoM in collaborating with Member States to
allow for claims of social services regardless of the status of migrants;
and,

b. Applying volunteer funding of Member States to deliver Social Services to
FoM in situations where FoM are unable to access Social Services due to
the inability to clarify the status of missing migrants;

9. Encourages individual Member States to declare missing migrants legally missing
and allow families of missing migrants legal rights and assistance to:

a. Access partial inheritance including, land, money, property, and parental
rights; and,

b. Provisions in the case of a Migrant being found and returning to their
native Member State for land, property, money, and parental rights to
revert back to the original owner;

10. PromotesMember States to examine systemic factors, such as the Digital Divide,
in order to reach remote areas that are unable to access Telehealth for counseling
services which will be accomplished by,

a. Cultivating strong communications with NGOs, such as the AJK Rural
Support Program, Southern Africa Embrace Foundation, and Helping
Hand for Relief and Development, in remote areas about the importance of
mental health awareness; and,

b. Creating kits that will include booklets about advice on mental health
education for NGOs to distribute.
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